


ENGLISH CHIEFS AT BALASOR, 1633-16*50, 


On 14th August 1634 the Dutch ship “ Utrecht,” 
arriving at Batavia, brought letters dated the 29th May 
N.S., Le. the 19th May O.S., from Martin Isbrantsen at 
Masulipatam, in which, amongst other intelligence, it 
was stated that the English were occupied in establish¬ 
ing two factories in Bengal, one in Hariharpur and one 
in Balasor, from which it appeared that they wished to 
go on with the trade although they had tried it in vain 
for about three years (Dagh-Register, 1631-4, p. 366). 
This, from the Dutch point of view, is a correct account 
of the beginning of the English trade establishments in 
Bengal, and is borne out by our own records. 

The first attempt was in 1681, when the “ Hopewell,” 
with Thomas Robinson on her, was sent, on the 29th July, 
from? Masulipatam to Bengal, but returned in October, 
having failed in her voyage owing to foul weather 
(O.C. 1411 and 1421). 

The second attempt was in 1632, when the “ Peavl,” 
with Thomas Woodson, was sent into Bengal. In 
November of that year the Dutch Governor of 
the Coromandel coast, Arent Gardenijs, informed the 
Batavia Government that the “ Pearl ” had left Masuli- 
patam for Bengal W the 11th October N.8., i.e. 
1st October O.S. (iJajnh-Regisler, 1631-4, p. 120) ; and 
two months later his( successor, David Pietersen, con¬ 
tinuing the story, reported that the English had sent 
their ship, the “Pearl,” which had come straight from 
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l3ngland to the Coromandel coast, to Bengal with a 
cargo of lead, quicksilver, vermilion, cloth, &c., to 
exchange these commodities for rice, butter, and cloth, 
and to find out what business there was to do in trade 
there, [but] that, because of contrary winds, the said 
ship could not finish her voyage, and came back on 
the 3rd December last [ i.e . 23rd November O.S.] to 
Masulipalam. These statements are supported 'by 
O.C. 1459 and 1468. 

The third attempt was made in 1633. Without 
waiting for the arrival of the “ Swan ” from England, 
the Agent at Masulipatam, John Norris, sent Ralph 
Cartwright, Thomas Colley, and six other Englishmen 
into Bengal on a country vessel, to open up trade there. 

In O.C. 1502, Norris, Cartwright, and Clarke, writing 
on the 22nd March, from Masulipatam, to Colley at 
Pettapoli, i.e. Nizampatam, desire him to deliver his 
accounts and remains to Hudson, and repair to them 
with all possible expedition, “for they intend he 
“ shall accompany Mr. Cartwright into Bengalla.” The 
story of this successful attempt to establish our trade 
in Bengal is given in News from the East Indies , or a 
Voyage to Bengalla, by Widiam Bruton, imprinted at 
London by J. Okes, 1638, reprinted in Volume Vf II. of 
a Collection of Voyages and Travels by Osborne in 
1752, and in Volume V. of the enlarged Hakluyt of 
1809-12. The English reached Harshapur, orHaris’pur 
Gar, at the mouth of the Patua, on Easter Day, 21st 
April, and Cuttack on the 1st May. The order of the 
Nabob, Muhammad Zaman Tahrani (the name is given 
in a list of State papers m Bengal Public Consultations , 

19th February, 1704) was sealed on the 5th May. The 
factory at Hariharpur, the modern Jagatsimhapur, was 
begun in May, and in June Cartwright went to Balasor 
to establish a second factory there, the chief English 
factory in the Bay. The “Swan” arrived at Masuli- 
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itam in June, and was sent on to Bengal, where she 
arrived in July. The “Jewel” also appears to liave 
been sent on to Bengal. (See 0.0. 1530, and Dagh- 
JRrgister, 1631-1, pp. 189, 242, and 415.) 

Cartwright remained chief of the factories at Balasor 
and Hariharpur till the end of the year 1635, when, 
owing to violent disagreements between him and the 
Council at Masulipaiam, especially Olarke, he was 
displaced or forced to resign ( Dagh-Register, 1636, 
p. 124). 0.0. 1685, dated Masulipatam, 13th January 

1637, is a List of Books, Papers, Sfc. delivered by Ralph 
Cartwright to the Agent at Masulipatam, in which 
Cartwright states that ho lias delivered “ copies of all. 
“ the said accounts till December 17, 1635. The 
“ originals were first delivered in Anno 1635, before 
“ my going to Bantam.” Erom this it appears that 
Cartwright made over charge on the 17tli December 
1635, and went to Bantam. In 1636 he returned with 
a credential letter from the Council at Bantam dated 
27th June 1636 (O.C. 1567), ordering the Council at 
Masulipatam to examine the accounts and send 
back Cartwright, which they did {see O.C. 1582). 
Cartwright must have returned to England after this 
and vindicated his character, as we find him a member 
of the Bantam Council in 1641 {see O.C. 1779), and 
President at the beginning of 1643 {see O.C. 1807). 
In O.C. 1853 (Letter from the President and Council at 
Bantam to the Company, dated 10th January 1644), 
Ralph Cartwright is described as an ancient servant of 
the Company “since 1618, when the ‘Exchange’first set 
forth for India,” which is not quite correct, since the 
“ Exchange ” was not launched till October 1619 {see 
Court Book, 8th October 1619, p. 424), was in the 
Downs on the 24th March 1620, and arrived at Jacatra 
on the 25th October 1620, when Ralph Cartwright was 
appointed an assistant to Nicolls, who was chief of all 
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the factories in the Moluccas. Erom O.C. 196& it 
appears that Cartwright returned from Batavia at the 
end of the year 1645 on the “ Mary.” 

Cartwright’s successor at Balasor was John Yard {List 
of Factors on the Coast of Coromandel , Masulipatam, 
1636, O.C. 1595 ; vide infra , p. 8). In 1636 the Dutch 
reported that the English were very active on the Coro¬ 
mandel coast ( Dagh-Register, 1637, p. 93) ; but in 1640 
they are said to ho doing very little because they have 
no capital {Dagh-Register, 1640-1, p. 187). A letter 
from Surat to the Company dated 27th January 1642 
(O.C. 1787) shows that the “ Diamond ” had been sent 
to the Bay to pay off debts and bring away the factors. 
The Dutch records say that the “ Diamond ” came 
to Masulipatam, but do not say that she went on to 
the Bay {see Dagh-Register, 1610-1, p. 420, 1641-2, 
p. 272). At any rate the factors were not withdrawn, 
and Yard continued to be Chief in the Bay till the end 
of 1642, when, he ashed to be relieved and to return on 
the “ Hopewell,” as appears from Erancis Day’s letter 
to the Company, dated Balasor, 3rd November 1642 
(O.C. 1797). The safne letter states that the “Hope- 
well” arrived at Balasor on the 13tli August 1642, and 
as she stayed there three months and 16 days {see O.C. 
1784), we may fix the 29th November 1642_ as the date 
of the departure of John Yard from Bengal on the 
“ Hopewell.” O.C. 1853, from Bantam to the Company, 
dated 10th January 1644, says that John Yard, formerly 
Chief in the Bay, receives his passage home in the 
“Hpewell.” But on the 20th November 1644 John 
Yard writes to the Company from Surat (O.C. 1898). 
Erom a letter from Bantam to the Adventurers in the 
Second General Voyage, elated 3rd January 1650 (O.C. 
2139), it appears that Yard was detained in the East, 
and entertained for a sea voyage. He is commended 
as very careful, and sent home with all the accounts. 




ard’s successor as Chief in the Bay at Balasor was 
Robert Hatch (see a list of the Company’s Servants 
employed at Bantam and Subordinates, October 1613, 
presented to the Court 10th January 1644; O.C. 1841, 
infra, p. 9). He remained unwillingly (see O.G. 1797). 
A letter from Fort St. George to the Company, dated 
8th September 1644 (O.C. 1886), says: “the latter 
“ (i.e., Henry Olton) we have appointed (in regard of 
“ Mr. Hatch his desire of release) to take charge of the 
“ Company’s business in Bengalla . . . per the 

“ ‘ Endeavour.’ ” The same letter says that the 
“ Endeavour” left Madras on the 9th July. O.C. 1876 
shows that she was in Masulipatam, probably just 
arrived, on the 13th July. The Dagh-Register, 1644-5, 
p. 321, says that the English sent the “ Endeavour ” to 
Bengal from Masulipatam on the 4th August N.S., i.e., 
the 25th July Q.S. “ and en passant had established a 
“ factory in Sikakul, where in landing they lost a chest 
“ of treasure through a boat upsetting, but they were 
“ not well treated and thought of giving up.” On 
p. 340 the same volume of the Dagh-Register states 
that the ship “ Endeavour ” arrived in December from 
Balasor before Masulipatam; from which we may 
infer that the “ Endeavour,” like the “ Hopewell ” two 
years before, arrived at Balasor in August and left at 
the end of November 1644. Hatch then may have 
made over charge to Olton at the end of November 
1644. He returned to England from Bantam on the 
“ Mary,” at the end of 1645 (see O.C. 1969). 

In a letter to the Company dated Masulipatam, 23rd 
February 1646 (O.C. 1981), Henry Olton says: “ It is 
“ now above a year and a half (i.e., since August 1644) 
“ that I have groaned under the most insupportable 
“ burthen of this agent’s displeasure and sharp practices.” 
From this it appears that Olton considered it a hardship 
to be sent to Balasor. From the same letter it appears 
J3G52. a 3 




^at, not expecting to receive any capital or ship, Henr 
Olton made over the Company’s spare cash to William 
Netlam, and came away from Balasor on .a country boat 
at the beginning of 1646, say January. The lists of 
Company’s servants for 1644 and 1645 (O.C. 1885 and 
1952, infra, pp. 9,10), show him as Chief in the Bay. 
In the absence of any evidence on the subject we may 
assume that he never returned to Bengal. In 1648 
we find him at Bantam (see O.C. 2084 and 2103). 
It appears from O.C. 2146 that he died there in 1649. 

A letter from Eort St. George to the Company, dated . 
18th January 1651 (O.C. 2200),. states that William 
Netlam had been eight years in the Bay, but was 
unreliable, from which it follows that he came to Bengal 
at the beginning of 1643. This is contradicted by the 
list of the Company’s servants, dated September 
1643 (O.C. 1841, infra, p. 9), according to which 

William Netlam was in that year stationed at Masuli- 
patam, but as the list seems to have been prepared 
at home it may be incorrect. The list for 1644 
(O.C. 1885, infra, p. 9) shows Netlam in Bengal. 
In O.C. 1853 it is stated that Mr. Day, evidently in 
1643, wished to put Netlam in charge of the Bay, but 
that Netlam was unfit for the business. He was 
certainly not in charge till January 1646, when Olton 
left the Bay. It may be assumed that he acted as Chief 
in the Bay from then till the arrival of Richard Hudson 
in 1647. 

A letter from Eort St. George to the Company, dated 
9th October 1647 (O.C. 2046), says that the “ Farewell” 
was dispeeded in July last with Richard Hudson for 
Bengalis, and gives him as Chief in the Bay in the list 
of the Company’s servants for that year. This BAchard 
Hudson was a younger sou of Henry Hudson the Arctic 
explorer (see a footnote by Mr. Eoster in Letters received 
by the East India Company, Vol. Y., p. 11). The 
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j^arewell,” in the usual course of things, would arrive 
at Balasor in August 1647. It may he assumed that 
Hudson was in charge from that date. In A short 
Declaration of several passages in Bengalla, dated 
Balasor, 26th December 1647 (O.C. 2056), Hudson 
says that the English were at first well received but 
afterwards became involved in a quarrel between the 
Danes and the Country government. Hudson must 
have died in the early part of 1648, as he did not deal 
with the cargo of the “ Bonnetta.” In O.C. 2104, dated 
Bantam, 10th January 1649, mention is made of an 
inventory of his effects. 

It may he assumed that William Netlam was in 
charge of Balasor'from the middle of 1648, for he dealt 
with the lading of the “ Bonnetta ” (see O.C. 2185 and 
2200). The “ Bonnetta” left Madras on the 28th June 
1618 {see O.C. 2085), and may he assumed to have reached 
Balasor in July. O.C. 2126 shows that Netlam was 
still in Bengal in 1649 and dealt with the lading of 
the “ Greyhound.” In O. C. 2170 he is present at a 
consultation in Fort St. George on the 27th August 
1650. In O.C. 2185, dated 12th December 1650, he 
writes to the Company from Balasor. Captain Brook- 
haven’s instructions to James Bridgman as Chief of the 
Factories of Balasor and Hugli (O.C. 2186) are dated 
Balasor, 14th December 1650, from which date it is 
assumed that Bridgman’s charge begins. 

It is not quite clear when Hariharpur was given up, 
but it may be assumed that the English definitely 
withdrew from the place after Day’s visit to the Bay 
in 1642. 





APPENDICES 


A. 

List of English Chiefs at Balasok in the Bay of Benc4AL, 
1633-1650. 


iSTame. 

Date of assuming 
charge. 

Date of making 
over charge. 

Remarks. 

Ralph Cartwright * 

21st April 1633 - 

17th Dec. 1635 - 

Afterwards President at Ban tarn. 
Returned to England on the 
“ Mary ” in 1646. 

John Yard - 

17th Dec. 1630 - 

29th Nov. 1612 - 

Afterwards at Bfintam. Re¬ 
turned to England in I860, 
Returned to England on the 
Mary ” in 1646. 

Robert Hatch 

29th Nov. 1642 - 

Nov. 1844 - 

Henry Olton 

Nov. 1644 - 

Jan.1646 - 

Abandoned his post. Afterwards 
at Bantam, where he died in 
1649. 

William Notlam - 

Jan.1646 • • 

Aug. 16*7 

Acting. 

Jtiobard Hudson - 

Aug. 1617 - 

- 1648 - 

Died apparently in first half of 
1648. 

William Nettem - 

— 1848 - 

14th Dec. 1650 - 

Superseded as untrustworthy by 
Bridgeman, 


B. 

Lists of the Company’s Servants on the Coromandel Coast, etc. 

0.C. 1505, 

1636 . 

List of Factors on the Coast of Coromandel. 


In Masulipatam , viz. :— 

Mr. Gerrald Pinson, Agent. 

„ Thomas Clarke, Accountant. 
„ Richard Hudson. 

Humphrey Weston, Steward. 
Robert Phipps, l 
Thomas Winter, Assistants. 
Gerrald Medcalfe, J 
In Armagon , viz. 

Mr. Francis Daye. 

John Turner, Steward. 

In Pettepolee , viz.:— 

Mr. John Millward. 

Thos. Pennistone. 


In Verasharoone , viz.:— 
Mr. Aron Baker. 

„ Thomas Grove, 
In Golconda, viz.;— 

Mr, Thomas Rogers. 
In Bengal, viz. :— 

Mr. John Yard. 

John Hatch. 

Richard Beddfeilde. 
George Hopkins. 

In Malloole, viz.:— 
Heurv GreCnehill. 
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1841. 

October, 1643. 

Merchants employed at Bantam and Subordinate Factories. 
Per 



Per 



Annum,. 


Annum. 



£ 

Benjermasim . 

£ 

Mr. Raphe Cartwright, 

Pre- 


Thomas Owen 

- 70 

sident 

- 

300 

Wm. Gostwiek 

- 70 

Francis Mountfort 

- 

60 

John Smithe 

- 24 

Christopher Willoughby 

- 

40 

Japara. 


Thomas Winter 

- 

50 

Humfry Weston - • 

- 30 

George Gouldington - 

- 

30 

Thomas Peate - 

- 18 

Edward Collett 

. 

30 



Robert Doroty 

. 

12 

Choramandel : 


Antho. Stevens 

- 

12 

Fort St. George. 


Rich. Wyche 

- 

12 

Francis Daye 

- 200 

Bothe Leraprire 

, , 

12 

Henry Greenhill 

- 50 

Mathew Howell 

- 

13 

John Browne 

- 24 

Robt. Fotherby 

- 

24 

Wm. Mynn 

- 12 

Thomas Southerne 

- 

13 

Mesuiapatam. 


Henry Dakers 

- 

13 

Thomas Penniston 

- 100 

Jambee. 



Henry Oulton 

- 150 

Mr. Thomas Ivie 


200 

Wm. Methwold - 

- 30 

Wm. Smithwick 


90 

Win. Ne tiara 

- 18 

Silvester Grice 


20 

Wm. Gurney 

- 20 

George Baker 


12 

Wm. Isackson 

- 20 

Martyn Bradgate 


10 

Bengala. 


Macassar. 



Robert Hatch 

© 

00 

f 

Robert Yeo 

- 

80 

George Travell 

- 30 


Merchants sent for Bantam upon the w William ** and “ Blessinge.” 


Upon the “ William v 


Upon the “Blessinge* 

n 

i 




£ 

s. 

d. 

f Richard Wotton 

- 

© 

< 

0 

0 

Samuell Husbands 

- 

~ 80 

0 

0 

Edmond Style 

- 

- 40 

0 

0 

John James 

- 

- 40 

0 

0 

Christopher Yeardley - 

- 

- 30 

0 

0 

..Richard Bladwell • 

- 

- 13 

6 

8 

J Richard Hudson 

* 

- 66 

13 

4 

X J-olm l^irmiter 

> ma1 

* 

- 20 

0 

0 


O.C. 1885. 

September, 1644* 

Factors resident on the Coast Coromondell. 

In Fort St. George. —Thomas Ivie, Henry Greenhill, George Travetl, factors j 
assistants, Marti u Bradgate, Walter Robins. 

In Mas eta pat am. —Thos. Pennistonc, Jo. Browne, factors ; Hercules Heywood, 
Edward Winter, and Thos. Perkes, assistants. 

In Verasharoone. —Thos. Winter and William Meathwold, factors; Wm. Mynh, 
assistant. 

In Bengalla.-- Henry Olton, Wm. Gurney, factors ; Wm. Nctland, assistant, 









